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JJC’s Department of Permanency Planning (DOPP) has been facilitating child
adoptions since 1994 through the Pennsylvania Statewide Adoption and

Permanency Network (SWAN). 

AERC: JJC’s Aftercare Evening Reporting Center, launched in March 2020, serves justice-
involved youth ages 16–20 who are completing probation requirements or working to

prevent re-placement in the juvenile justice system. Operating Monday–Friday from 4–8
p.m. (with community service on select Saturdays), the program provides case

management, life skills, education and employment coaching, pro-social activities, and
behavioral health linkages to help participants remain arrest-free and successfully

transition forward, with referrals made through probation officers, judges, public defenders,
or district attorneys.

CERC: JJC’s Community Evening Resource Center in Germantown and North Central
Philadelphia serves youth ages 10–17 from 6 p.m.–2 a.m., providing a safe space with

structured activities that promote positive development through creative, educational,
and wellness programming while addressing violence prevention and life skills. It also

supports curfew-violating youth referred by Philadelphia Police offering guidance, safe
transport, and resources for families to help youth make healthier choices.

The Juvenile Justice Center (JJC) Community Schools Program at Edmonds School is
committed to supporting students, families, and faculty by removing barriers to learning and
strengthening the connection between home, school, and community. Through intentional
collaboration with school leadership and staff, JJC provides both Attendance and General

Case Management programs that support and promote student engagement, family
involvement, and academic success. Our presence at Edmonds extends beyond case

management, as we actively create opportunities for families to feel informed, supported,
and connected to their child’s educational experience.

Behavioral Health Services: JJC’s Behavioral Health Program provides children and
adolescents in Philadelphia County with psychiatric and psychological services,

including evaluations, therapy, and behavioral rehabilitation, using trauma-
informed, evidence-based practices such as Cognitive Behavioral Therapy. For

nearly 20 years, as a licensed outpatient provider, JJC has offered comprehensive
supports including medication management, group and individual therapy, and

family psychotherapy.
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Intensive Prevention Services in Southwest and Northwest Philadelphia: JJC’s Intensive
Prevention Services (IPS), launched in 2011, serves youth ages 10–17 who are at risk of

drifting into delinquency by providing in-home family counseling, site-based
programming, and community service engagement. Offered four times a week, the

program partners with schools, diversionary programs, and police districts to reduce the
school-to-prison pipeline, while teaching life skills, character development, and the 7 C’s

curriculum—competency, connections, coping, compassion, character, control, and
confidence.

Parent Empowerment Program: JJC’s Parent Empowerment Program is designed to
empower parents of all ages to build their confidence and competency skills as parents.

The mission of the program is to help parents recognize and respond lovingly and
appropriately to their children’s developmental needs at various ages and stages of child
development. Our classes are designed to strengthen the relationship between parents

and their children and reduce the risk of child abuse and neglect.

Truancy Intervention and Prevention Services:  JJC provides a rapid three tier intervention and
prevention service to children and youth that have been identified as being truant or at risk of
being truant from school. JJC provides case management services to families whose children
are experiencing problems with attending school on a regular and consistent basis. Our case

managers work within schools in the Northwest region of Philadelphia. JJC truancy case
managers work in collaboration with the identified schools, the Department of Human Services,

and Regional Truancy Court to help eliminate the barriers impacting school attendance and
adhering to Pennsylvania’s Act 138.

Home Based Detention Services: JJC’s In-Home Detention (IHD) program, in partnership
with Philadelphia Family Court, has served justice-involved youth for over 30 years by

providing intensive home-based case management and mentorship. Youth spend up to
22.5 hours per week with a dedicated case worker, engaging in one-on-one and group

sessions focused on goal setting, life skills, leadership, education, employment readiness,
cultural awareness, community service, and character building to address underlying

issues and support positive development.

Foster Care:  JJC’s Foster Care Program licenses and certifies resource homes to
provide temporary, supportive care for children and youth from birth to age 21 who

cannot remain with their birth parents or guardians due to circumstances such as
loss, incarceration, or poverty. The program’s primary goal is permanency—whether

through reunification, kinship care, adoption, or legal custodianship—and JJC is
currently seeking resource parents for older youth, LGBTQIA youth, and youth with

specialized behavioral and emotional health needs.



A farewell to a friend…

As IBHS at JJC is ending, Master Charter School at
Smedley presented Ms. Wilma with a gift from her

current caseload of children. The School Social
Worker provided the following message -

“With JJC’s departure, we will also be saying
goodbye to a team that has been an integral part of
our school community. In particular, I would like to

recognize Wilma Sampson, who has been a
consistent and invaluable collaborator since JJC

began providing IBHS services in our building.
Wilma has worked tirelessly to deliver high-quality

clinical support to students and families while
partnering closely with staff to help students

succeed in the classroom. Her contributions have
left a lasting impact on our entire community.”

Ryan Kelly
Licensed Social Worker (LSW)

Mastery Charter Schools – Smedley Elementary
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Ms. Wilma has been with JJC since
2009 lending her skills to both the
Behavioral Health department and the
parenting program. Ms. Wilma served
as a  Behavior Consultant for 17 years;
up until the time that IBHS ended in
June 2026. She was dearly loved and
appreciated by children, families and
schools alike. Mastery Charter School at
Smedley particularly had a connection
with Ms. Wilma as evidenced by years of
collaboration and such a kind message
upon her departure.
With the closing of IBHS, Ms. Wilma has
accepted a new role as an Outpatient
Therapist. This change was not an easy
one for anyone involved! Ms. Wilma has
accepted the challenge with grace,
dedication and remarkable resilience.
Ms. Wilma has welcomed new children
and families to JJC with open arms. She
made adjustments to have a “home
base” on the second floor and furnished
an office with pride; making the space a
safe and friendly place for all.

Ms. Wilma has built her caseload that includes
some familiar faces; however, has also been
flexible, open and understanding of the needs of
incoming families by offering rapid engagement,
flexible schedules and open communication.
 
Cheers to Ms. Wilma for helping to revitalize our
Outpatient Program!
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Summer at AERC was all about connection, growth, and new experiences. Throughout June, July,
and August, youth participated in educational, therapeutic, recreational, and workforce-focused

activities designed to keep them engaged while helping them work toward their individual
goals.From creating music and getting active to preparing for employment and giving back through

community service, there was something for everyone.

LEARN • CREATE • GROW

MUSIC & CREATIVE EXPRESSION Youth explored their creativity through Rock to the Future’s music
production programming, along with social activities and recreational time. These activities provided

opportunities to express themselves, build confidence, and develop positive relationships.

WELLNESS & PERSONAL GROWTH AERC continued to focus on the whole person through Healthy
Mind & Body programming, therapeutic groups, mental health check-ins, and wellness activities.
Youth worked on self-awareness, emotional regulation, decision-making, conflict resolution, and

healthy habits.

WORKFORCE & LIFE SKILLS Youth received support with employment, workforce development,
driver's education, PennDOT services, life skills, and other goals related to independence and future

success.

FITNESS & RECREATION Backyard Basketball, Planet Fitness, NARD Fitness, and other recreational
activities encouraged teamwork, healthy choices, positive peer interaction, and—of course—a little

fun.

COMMUNITY & CONNECTION Through community service, family engagement, group activities,
and community-based experiences, youth had opportunities to build responsibility, strengthen

relationships, and connect with their communities.

PROGRAM SPOTLIGHTPROGRAM SPOTLIGHT

AERCAERC

PROGRAM SPOTLIGHT

AERC

Kelly Laysears, Program Director

MAKING SUMMER COUNT

Summer RecapSummer RecapSummer Recap
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SEMAJ — KEEPING THE MOMENTUM
GOING Semaj obtained his State ID,
participated in YOACAP C2L, and secured
a summer employment opportunity at
22nd Street Water Ice. He began working
in July while continuing to work toward his
learner's permit through driver's education.

CHEYEIR — MAKING MOVES 
Cheyeir made strong progress toward his
goals over the summer, including
obtaining his State ID and learner’s permit.
He continued working toward employment
and recently secured an interview with
ShopRite, while also exploring additional
workforce development and driver
education opportunities.

JEREMIAH — BUILDING TOWARD HIS
GOALS Jeremiah made progress on several
of his identified goals, including obtaining
his State ID and completing community
service hours. He also participated in
programming focused on personal growth,
conflict resolution, and preparing for
greater independence.

SUMMER HIGHLIGHT: DORNEY PARK!
One of the biggest highlights of the summer was
AERC's first trip to Dorney Park in August! Youth

and staff enjoyed a day filled with rides,
laughter, and positive experiences outside of

the usual program setting.
The trip gave youth an opportunity to build

relationships, practice positive social skills, and
create memories with their AERC peers and staff.

MORE THAN A PROGRAM
At AERC, summer is about more than

keeping youth busy. It's about creating
meaningful opportunities for growth,

connection, and success.
Whether they were in a music studio,

participating in a wellness group,
working toward employment, playing

basketball, completing community
service, or enjoying a day at Dorney Park,

youth had opportunities to learn new
skills, challenge themselves, build

confidence, and prepare for what's next.
A SUMMER OF OPPORTUNITY. A

SEASON OF GROWTH.
Aftercare Evening Reporting Center

(AERC) Supporting youth. Building skills.
Creating opportunities.
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Do you know someone who would
want to join our team?

Employees can earn cash through the Employee Referral Program!  
Earn $300 for every employee referral that completes 6 months of

employment. Complete the Employee Referral Form and submit with the
candidate’s resume to Human Resources at JJCHR@juvenilejustice.org.







CongratulationsCongratulations
CERC CentralCERC Central

Congratulations

CERC Central
CERC Central

Grand Opening
JJC Family Services recently

celebrated the grand opening of our
new North Central Community

Evening Resource Center (CERC)!
The event brought together youth,
families, community partners, law
enforcement, and local leaders to

celebrate this exciting expansion of
services. Our new CERC provides
youth ages 10–17 with a safe and

welcoming space to enjoy
structured activities, a home-

cooked meal, community outings,
and positive connections with
caring adults. We’re excited to

strengthen our presence in North
Philadelphia and continue

supporting youth and families in the
community.
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Youth Voices Matter!

JJC Family Services’ Community Evening Resource Center (CERC) is

partnering with Philadelphia’s 22nd Police District for a Youth Town Hall on

Tuesday, October 27. The event will provide young people ages 10–17 with

an opportunity to speak openly, share their perspectives, ask questions,

and discuss issues that matter to them and their community.

The Youth Town Hall is designed to encourage positive communication and

strengthen connections between young people and local law

enforcement. Most importantly, it gives youth a space to make their

voices heard.All youth ages 10–17 are welcome, and refreshments and

snacks will be provided.
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Celebrating Our 10th Annual Community Day!
JJC Family Services was proud to celebrate our 10th Annual Community Day on Saturday, October 3! The
event brought together families, neighbors, community partners, local law enforcement, staff, and friends

for a wonderful afternoon of connection, resources, food, music, giveaways, and fun.

Community Day is one of our favorite opportunities to connect with the people and organizations who help
make our community stronger. We are incredibly grateful to our community partners and vendors who

joined us, our staff and volunteers who helped make the day possible, and our neighbors for their
continued support and cooperation.

Thank you to everyone who came out and helped make our 10th Annual Community Day a success. We
look forward to continuing to build stronger connections in the community throughout the year!



To view the video recap
scan the QR code. 



Make a Difference Today
 At JJC Family Services, every contribution fuels our mission to uplift youth and

families across Philadelphia. From after-school programs and mentorship to
community events and essential resources, your support helps us provide a safe

space, build brighter futures, and create lasting change.

✨ Your donation isn’t just a gift—it’s an investment in hope, resilience, and
opportunity.

 Join us in strengthening our community, one child and one family at a time.

WAYS TO DONATE
Support JJC — Your Way

 There are many ways you can help us continue serving youth and families across Philadelphia:

Online Donations: Give securely through our website with just a few clicks.
By Mail: Send a check payable to JJC of Philadelphia directly to our office.

In-Kind Contributions: Donate new coats, sneakers, school supplies, or other essential items for
our drives.

Sponsorships & Partnerships: Collaborate with us to support programs, events, and community
outreach.

Workplace Giving & Matching Gifts: Double your impact by checking if your employer matches
charitable contributions.

✨ No matter how you give, every contribution directly supports our mission to empower young
people and strengthen families.

Scan the QR
Code to

Donate Today!
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